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Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


Illinois   lleiiedieliiie   Collogue    lisle  . 


Dr.  Gerald  McMurty 
Lincoln  Life  i'oundation 
Fort  Wayne,  IN  46801 

Dear  Ur.  McNurty: 

Mr.  Morrison  informs  me  of  his  conversation  with  you  on  November  14,  re- 
garding my  Lincoln  Home  project, 

I  suppose  the  project  started  some  fifteen  years  ago,  during  my  first  vis- 
it to  Springfield,  Illinois.     I  was  a  new  college  admissions  counselor 
making  visits  to  the  high  schools  in  the  Springfield  area.     I  had  some 
time  between  appointments  and  decided  to  take  in  the  historical  sites,  in- 
cluding the  Lincoln  Home. 

As  a  college  student,  I  had  minored  in  History  and  developed  a  curiosity 
about  historical  points  of  interest.     In  addition,  as  an  elementary  school 
student,  I  had  taken  a  keen  interest  in  the  hobbies  of  photography  and 
model  building. 

During  each  succeeding  visit  to  Springfield,  camera  in  hand,  I  always  took 
time  out  to  visit  the  Lincoln  Home.     In  1970,  I  decided  that  visiting  and 
taking  pictures  of  the  Home  just  wasn't  enough.    So,  I  embarked  on  the 
building  of  a  scale  model  replica  of  the  Home. 

My  plan  was  to  construct  a  model  in  a  scale  of  one  foot  to  the  quarter 
inch.    This  model  was  to  serve  as  a  prototype  for  the  construction  of  a 
completely  furnished  model  in  a  scale  of  one  foot  to  one  inch.    For  the 
next  year  and  a  half,  I  researched  the  construction  of  the  Home  and 
worked  on  the  construction  of  the  quarter  inch  model.    As  the  enclosed 
photographs  indicate,  I  went  beyond  my  original  plan  of  simply  construc- 
ting the  exterior.     I  furnished  the  interior  as  well. 

Using  the  quarter  inch  model  as  a  guide,  this  past  summer  I  set  to  work 
on  the  foot  to  the  inch  model.     I  am  using  standard  construction  tech- 
niques, building  board  by  board,  just  as  the  carpenters  of  Lincoln's  day. 
The  enclosed  photograph  shows  to  what  degree  the  work  has  been  completed. 

Thanks  to  the  help  of  Mr.  Morrison,  Mr.  Hickey,  Mrs.  Schulz  and  many  other 
fine  people  in  Springfield,  I  hope  to  produce  an  exact  scale  model  of  the 
Home,  including  its  furnishings. 

If  you  have  any  questions  about  the  project,  please  contact  me.     I  hope 
you  will  accept  the  photos  as  a  gift  for  your  files.     If  you  desire  lar- 
ger prints,  please  tell  me.     I  will  send  several  color  prints  in  the  near 
future,     I  have  been  keeping  a  complete  photographic  log  of  the  construc- 
tion of  the  model.     Thank  you  for  your  interest.  > 
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UNIQUE  MINIATURE  OF  LINCOLN  HOME  TO  BE  DISPLAYED  AT  IBC 

LISLE  —  A  hand-built  miniature  replica  of  Abraham  Lincoln's  home  in 
Springfield  —  the  most  detailed  miniature  of  its  kind  —  will  be  on 
display  at  Illinois  Benedictine  College  of  Lisle  beginning  Monday, 
Feb.   5,  through  the  end  of  the  month. 

The  replica  of  the  two-story,   11-room  home  is  complete  with  95 
pieces  of  furniture,  many  of  them  with   movable   parts,  on  a  scale  of 
one-quarter  inch  to  the  foot. 

The  model  was  constructed  with  great  care  over  the  past  two 
years  by  Thomas  Dyba,  dean  of  admissions  and  records  at  Illinois 
Benedictine.     Dyba,  a  Downers  Grove  resident,  used  balsa  wood,  plastic, 
styrofoam,  cloth  and  other  materials  in  building  the  home  in  his  spare 
time  in  a  basement  workshop. 

The  replica,  he  said,  is  built  entirely  "from  scratch,"  meaning 
none  of  the  materials  was  purchased  directly  for  use  in  the  construction 

The  model  is  11  inches  long,   10  inches  wide  and  9k  inches  high, 
and  depicts  a  combination  of  the  way  the  home  looked  in  the  period 
1856-61,  when  Lincoln  last  lived  there,  and  the  restored  building 
standing  in  Springfield  today. 

The  detail  includes  duplication  to  the  extent  possible  of  the 
wallpaper  and  pictures  on  the  walls .     Featured  rooms  are 


-MORE- 


-2- 

Lincoln's  bedroom  and  the  rear  parlor,  where  he  did  much  of  his 
writinq,  and  the  center  hall  with  its  curving  staircase. 

To  obtain  the  detail,  Dyba  consulted  books,   photos  and  copies 
of  l)lueprints  and  other  documents  supplied  him  by  the  Lincoln  National 
Life  Foundation  and  the  Illinois  State  Historical  Library,     He  has 
also  consulted  with  several  Lincoln  historians  and  has  visited  the 
Springfield  home  numerous  times  m  the  past  15  years. 

While  unique  in  itself,   the  replica  is  only  a  prototype  of  the 
scratch  model  he  is  currently  constructing,  Dyba  said.     He  has  completed 
about  one-third  of  the  second  replica  on  a  scale  of  one  inch  to  one 
foot,  which  he  is  building  "board  by  board,"   just  as  the  original  home 
would  have  been  built.     The  second  replica  already  has  about  1,800 
separate  pieces. 

The  second  model,  he  says,  will  be  an  exact  duplication  of  the 
Lincoln  home  as  it  was  around  1860,  when  Lincoln  became  the  Republican 
nominee  for  the  Presidency. 

Displayed  with  the  replica  will  be  portions  of  the  6,000-piece 
Lincoln  collection  owned  by  Illinois  Benedictine  College,  which  Dyba 
considers  among  the  college's  assets. 

The  display  will  be  in  the  Theodore  P.  Lownik  Library,  weekdays 
from  8  a.m.  to  11  p.m.,  Saturdays  from  10  a.m.   to  5  p.m.,  and  Sundays 
from  1  p.m.   to  11  p.m.     The  Illinois  Benedictine  campus  is  located 
at  Maple  Avenue  and  College  Road,  about  one  mile  west  of  Illinois 
Route  53  and  one  mile  south  of  the  East-West  Tollway   (Illinois  Route  5) . 
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Unique  Miniature  of  Lincoln  Home 
Built  by  DG  Man,  On  Display  at  IBC 


KXTLRIOR  VIEW  of  the  scale  model  of  Lincoln's 
Springfield  home  hand-built  by  Thomas  Dyba  of  Downers 
(Jrove.  The  model  will  be  exhibited  Feb.  5  through  Feb.  28  at 
Illinois  Benedictine  College  of  Lisle,  where  Dyba  is  dean  of 
admissions  and  records. 


INTERIOR  VIEW  of  the  first  floor  of  Thomas  Dyba's 
miniature  replica  of  Lincoln's  Springfield  home,  showing 
the  sitting  room,  front  and  rear  parlors,  dining  room  and 
kitchen.  Dyba's  replica  is  believed  to  be  the  only  one  with 
interior  detail. 


A  hand  -  built  miniature  replica 
of  Abraham  Lincoln's  home  in 
Springfield  —  the  most  detailed 
miniature  of  its  kind  —  will  be  on 
display  at  Illinois  Benedictine 
College  of  Lisle  beginning  Monday. 


^'eb.  5,  through  the  end  of  the 
month. 

The  replica  of  the  two-storw 
11-room  home  is  complete  with  95 
pieces  of  furniture,  many  of  them 


with  movable  parts,  on  a  scale  of 
one-quarter  inch  to  the  foot. 

The  model  was  constructed  with 
great  care  over  the  past  two  years 
by  Thomas  Dyba.  dean  of 
admissions  and  records  at  Illinois 
Benedictine.  Dyba,  a  Downers 
Grove  resident,  used  balsa  wood, 
plastic,  styrofoam,  cloth  and  other 
materials  in  building  the  home  in 
his  spare  time  in  a  basement 
workshop. 

The  replica,  he  said,  is  built 
entirely  "from  scratch,"  meaning 
none  of  the  materials  was 
purchased  directly  for  use  in  the 
construction. 

The  model  is  11  inches  long,  10 
inches  wide  and  9' 4  inches  high, 
and  depicts  a  combination  of  the 
way  the  home  looked  in  the  period 
1856-61,  when  Lincoln  last  lived 
there,  and  the  restored  building 
standing  in  Springfield  today. 

The  detail  includes  duplication  to 
the  extent  possible  of  the  wallpaper 
and  pictures  on  the  walls.  Featured 
rooms  are  Lincoln's  bedroom  and 
the  rear  parlor,  where  he  did  much 
of  his  writing,  and  the  center  hall 
with  its  curving  .staircase. 

To  obtain  the  detail,  Dyba 
consulted  books,  photos  and  copies 
of  blueprints  and  other  documents 
.supplied  him  by  the  Lincoln 
National  Life  Foundation  and  the 
Illinois  State  Historical  Library. 
He  has  also  consulted  with  several 
Lincoln  historians  and  has  visited 
the  Springfield  home  numerous 
times  in  the  past  15  years. 

While  unique  in  itself,  the  replica 
is  only  a  prototype  of  the  scratch 
model  he  is  currently  constructing, 
Dyba  said.  He  has  completed  about 
one-third  of  the  second  replica  on  a 
scale  of  one  inch  to  one  foot,  which 
he  is  building  "board  by  board," 
just  as  the  original  home  would 
have  been  built.  The  second  replica 
already  has  about  1,800  separate 
pieces. 

The  second  model,  he  savs,  will 
be  an  exact  duplication  "of  the 
Lincoln  home  as  it  was  around 
1860.  when  Lincoln  became  the 
Republican  nominee  for  the 
Presidency. 

Displayed  with  the  replica  will 
be  portions  of  the  6.000-piece 
Lincoln  collection  owned  by  Illinois 
Benedictine  College,  which  Dyba 
considers  among  the  college's 
assets. 


vn^Tojra.cjhs   available  in  the  Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection  at  Allen  County  Public 
Library,  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

For  contact  information,  go  to  www. Iincolncolletion.org. 
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Illinois' 
Celebration 
I  76  J 


A  CHRONOLOGY 
OF  THE 

LINCOLN  HOME 

SPRINGFIELD^  ILLINOIS 

1839  -  1972 


APRIL  23,  1839 
Rev.  Charles  Dresser  purchases  a 
lot  AO  by  152  feet  at  the  north- 
east corner  of  Eighth  and  Jackson 
Streets,   from  Dr.  Gershom  Jayne. 

AUGUST  27,  1839 
Francis  Webster  sells  10  feet  of 
an  adjoining  .lot  to  Rev.  Dresser. 

FALL,  1839 
Rev.  Dresser  has  a  one  and  a  half 
story  house  constructed  on  the  lot. 
The  house  of  Greek  Revival  design, 
consists  of  a  kitchen,  dining  room, 
bedroom  and  a  center  hall  leading 
to  two  half  story  rooms  over  the 
two  front  rooms  of  the  house. 

JULY  7,  1841 
The  house  is  offered  for  sale  in 
the  Sagamo  Journal  by  Rev.  Dresser. 

NOVEMBER  4,  1842 
Abraham  Lincoln  and  Mary  Todd  are 
married  by  Rev.  Dresser. 

JANUARY  16,  1844 
Lincoln  purchases  Dresser's  Eighth 
Street  house  for  $1,200  in  cash  and 
a  Springfield  lot  valued  at  $300. 

SPRING,  1844 
Abe,  Mary  and  newborn  son  Robert 
move  into  the  only  home  Lincoln 
ever  o^vned. 

1844  -  1846 
Records  of  the  John  Irwin  Company, 
a  Springfield  merchant  show  a  vari- 
ety of  purchases  for  the  home, 
including  fireplace  screens, 
curtain  material  and  dishes. 

MARCH  10,  1846 
Edward  Lincoln  Is  borri  in  the  home. 


OCTOBER  23,  1847 
Lincoln  is  elected  to  Congress.  He 
leases  the  home  to  Cornelius  Ludlum 
of  Jacksonville,  for  $360  a  year. 

OCTOBER,  1848 
The  Lincolns  return  to  the  home. 

APRIL  23,  1849 
Lincoln  hires  John  Roll  to  whitewash 
the  ceilings  and  repair  the  fire- 
place hearths. 

FEBRUARY  1,  1850 
Edward  dies  at  the  age  of  four. 
Funeral  services  are  conducted  in 
the  home  by  Dr.  James  Smith. 

JUNE  11,  1850 
Lincoln  hires  Nathaniel  Hay  to  con- 
struct a  brick  wall  and  picket  fence 
at  the  front  of  the  property. 

DECEMBER  21,  1850 
William  Lincoln  is  born  in  the  home. 

APRIL  14,  1853 
Thomas  Lincoln  is  born  in  the  home. 

JULY  1,  1853 
The  front  sidewalk  is  paved  with 
brick  to  a  width  of  four  feet. 

JUNE,  1855 
Lincoln  has  the  brick  wall  and  fence 
continued  along  the  Jackson  Street 
side  of  the  property. 

APRIL,  1856 
Contractors  Hannan  and  Ragsdale  are 
hired  by  the  Lincolns  to  expand  the 
home.     The  expansion  consists  of  six 
second-floor  rooms  including  four 
bedrooms,  a  maid's  room,  trunk  room, 
back  hall  and  stairway.     The  first 
floor  bedroom  is  made  into  a  rear 
parlor,  divided  from  the  front  par- 
lor by  7  foot  tall  folding  doors. 
Added  to  the  exterior  are  the  "A. 
Lincoln"  doorplate,  the  iron  railing 
over  the  side  porch,  pilasters,  and 
the  decorative  brackets  on  the  cor- 
nice work.     The  basic  cost  of  the 
remodeling  amounts  to  $1,300. 


JANUARY  6,  1857 
The  Illinois  State  Journal  notes 
improvements  to  the  Lincoln  home. 

WINTER,  1857 
Lincoln  pays  a  $200  residue  bill, 
bringing  the  total  cost  of  remodel- 
ing the  home  to  $1,500. 

1857  -  1859 
Lincolns  host  a  variety  of  parties 
including  Willie's  9th  birthday, 
attended  by  sixty  boys  and  girls. 

MAY  16,  1860 
Lincoln  is  nominated  to  run  for  the 
presidency  of  the  United  States. 

MAY  19,  1860 
The  Presidential  Notification  Com- 
mittee visits  the  home  to  inform 
Lincoln  of  his  nomination. 

AUGUST  8,  1860 
A  photograph  is  taken  of  Lincoln  on 
his  front  porch  viewing  a  passing 
parade  held  in  his  honor. 

NOVEMBER  4,  1860 
Lincoln  is  elected  to  the  Presidency. 

NOVEMBER  17,  1860 
Leslie 's  Illustrated  Weekly  features 
the  first  public  sketch  of  the  home. 

JANUARY,  1861 
Lincoln  advertises  the  furnishings 
for  sale.     Items  not  sold  are  stored 
or  given  to  friends .     The  home  is 
leased  to  Lucian  Tilton,  President 
of  the  Great  Western  Railroad. 

FEBRUARY  6,  1861 
Over  700  friends  attend  the  farewell 
party  at  the  Lincoln  home. 

FEBRUARY  8,  1861 
Lincoln  insures  the  home  for  $3,000 
with  the  Hartford  Insurance  Company. 
He  also  insures  the  carriage  barn 
for  $75  and  the  privy  for  $125. 

FEBRUARY  11,  1861 
Abraham  Lincoln  leaves  Springfield 
for  Washington,  never  again  to  see 
his  Eighth  Street  home. 


"HERE  I  HAVE  LIVED. . ." 

"My  friends:     No  one,  not  in 
my  situation,  can  appreciate 
my  feeling  of  sadness  at  this 
parting.     To  this  place,  and 
the  kindness  of  these  people, 
I  owe  everything.     Here  I  have 
lived  a  quarter  of  a  century, 
and  have  passed  from  a  young 
to  an  old  man.     Here  my 
children  have  been  born,  and 
one  is  buried.     I  now  leave, 
not  knowing  when  or  whether 
ever  I  may  return  " 


February  11,  1861 


APRIL  14,  1865 
Abraham  Lincoln  is  assassinated. 

MAY  3,  1865 
Mrs.  Tilton  reports  over  5,000 
visitors  to  the  home  during  the 
last  two  days  of  the  funeral. 

1870  -  1880 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  State 
of  Illinois,  George  H.  Harlow 
rents  the  Lincoln  home.     A  room 
and  porch  are  built  at  the 
northeast  corner  of  the  home. 

1880  -  1883 
The  home  is  rented  to  Gustav 
Wendlandt,  a  physician. 

JULY  17,  1882 
Mary  Lincoln  dies  leaving  Robert 
Lincoln  sole  owner  of  the  home. 

1883  -  1887 
Osborn  H.  Oldroyd,  a  Civil  War 
veteran  rents  the  home  and  dis- 
plays his  collection  of  Lincoln 
relics  and  Civil  War  mementoes. 

SPRING,  1887 
Oldroyd  encourages  Robert 
Lincoln  to  deed  the  home  to  the 
State  of  Illinois  as  a  memorial. 

MAY  25,  1887 
Rep.  Charles  Borgardus  introduces 
a  bill  in  the  State  Legislature 
to  accept  the  home  as  a  memorial, 

JUNE  16,  1887 
Governor  Oglesby  signs  the 
passed  Bill  into  law. 

JULY  8,  1887 
Robert  Lincoln  deeds  the  home  to 
the  State  of  Illinois.  Oldroyd 
is  appointed  the  first  custodian. 
First  floor  is  opened  to  visitors. 

FALL,  1889 
A  flag  pole  and  cannon  are  added 
to  the  yard. 

1893  -  1897 
Governor  Altgeld  removes  Oldroyd 
and  appoints  Herman  Hofferkamp 
as  custodian  of  the  Home, 


1897  -  1915 
Albert  S.  Edwards,  Mary  Lincoln's 
nephew  is  appointed  custodian. 

1905  -  1906 
The  historic  Lincoln  Elm  tree  is 
destroyed  by  a  severe  storm. 

1915  -  1918 
Josephine  Edwards  becomes  custodian 
following  the  death  of  her  husband. 

1918  -  1924 
Mrs .  Mary  Edwards  Brown  is 
appointed  custodian. 

JULY  1,  1924 
Virginia  Stuart  Brown,  grand- 
daughter of  Lincoln's  first  law 
partner,  John  Stuart,  is  appointed 
custodian.     The  Abraham  Lincoln 
Association  of  Springfield  refur- 
nishes the  first  floor  rooms  with 
some  original  and  era  pieces. 

FEBRUARY  12,  1938 
Governor  Horner  affixes  the  original 
"A.  Lincoln"  nameplate  to  the  door. 

1950  -  1952 
The  Illinois  Division  of  Parks  and 
Memorials  launches  a  major  restora- 
tion project  for  the  Home. 

AUGUST  22,  1953 
The  Home  is  closed  for  restoration 
work.     The  added  on  porch  and  room 
are  removed.     The  interior  is  re- 
furnished with  the  massive  Empire 
and  graceful  early  Victorian  pieces 
common  to  the  1850s.     The  exterior 
of  the  Home  is  repainted  a  'tint  of 
Quaker  brown',  as  it  was  in  1860. 

JANUARY  29,  1953 
Governor  Stratton  speaks  at  the 
reopening  ceremonies  of  the  Home. 
1964 

The  Lincoln  Home  is  designated  a 
National  Historic  Landmark. 

FEBRUARY  12,  1969 
Congressman  Paul  Findlay  announces 
the  Master  Plan  to  make  the  Home  a 
National  Historic  Site, 


FEBRUARY  18,  1969 
Findlay  introduces  Bill  H.R.  9251 
in  the  United  States  Senate. 

FEBRUARY  10,  1970 
The  Master  Plan  for  the  Lincoln 
Home  is  approved  by  the  Congress , 

AUGUST  18,  1971 
President  Nixon  comes  to  Spring- 
field to  sign  the  Bill  into  law, 

OCTOBER  10,  1972 
The  Lincoln  Home  and  the  four  block 
area  adjacent  to  it  are  dedicated 
as  a  National  Historic  Site  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  Rogers 
C.  B.  Morton. 

MARCH  5,  1976 
Gerald  Ford  is  the  first  president 
in  U.S.  History  to  speak  from  the 
front  steps  of  the  Lincoln  Home. 

THE  FUTURE 
Is  dedicated  to  those  who  know  that 
this  is  no  ordinary  Springfield 
house  but  the  home  of  one  of  the 
most  famous  citizens  of  Illinois... 

Abraham  Lincoln 


IN 

APPRECIATION 
FOR  THE  SERVICES 
OF 

The  Illinois  Benedictine  College 

Library,  Lisle,  Illinois 
The  Illinois  State  Historical 

Library,  Springfield,  Illinois 
The  Lincoln  National  Life 

Foundation,  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 
The  National  Park  Service,  Lincoln 

Home,  Springfield,  Illinois 
The  Hartford  Insurance  Company, 

Chicago,  Illinois 
and 

R.  R.  Morrison 
Springfield,  Illinois 
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NEW  LINCOLN  BOOKLET  STIRS  COLLECTORS  AND  HISTORY  RUFFS 

LISLE  --  Collectors  of  Abraham  Lincoln  memorabilia  and  history  buffs 
in  the  Chicago  and  Springfield  areas  have  started  talking  about  a  new 
booklet  written  by  Thomas  Dyba,  of  Downers  Grove,  111.,  that  tells  a 
personal   story  of  Lincoln's  home  in  the  state  capitol. 

"The  Story  of  the  Only  Home  Abraham  Lincoln  Ever  Owned"  is  Dyba  '  s 
first  publication  and  is  published  by  Illinois  Benedictine  College  in 
Lisle,  where  Dyba  is  executive  vice  president.     The  20-page  booklet  is 
illustrated  with  photos  and  drawings  of  the  two-story  home  from  the  way 
it  appeared  when  Lincoln  owned  it,  before  becoming  president,   to  the 
present  day.     The  text  tells  the  story  of  the  home  in  the  first  person, 
as  if  the  former  president  himself  were  telling  it. 

A  special   printing  of  200  registered  f i rs t - ed i t i on  copies  has  been 
placed  on  sale  at  a  price  of  $5.00,  while  non - reg i s t ered  copies  are  on 
sale  for  less  than  $2.00.     o.^.ceeds  from  the  sale  of  the  booklet  will 
not  go  to  the  author,  but  will   be  used  to  establish  a  scholarship  fund 
at  the  Chicago  suburban  college  for  students  of  history  and  the  other 
humanities,   Dyba  said. 

-MORE- 
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Roistered  copies  can  be  purchased  by  sendinc,  a   prepaid  order  and 
return  address   to   the  author  at   Illinois  liened  i  c  t  i  ne ,   5700  College  Rd 
Lisle,   II,.,  60532.     Non-reoi stered  conies  are  available  fro.  the 
nunois  Benedictine  CoUece  bookstore  on  the  Lisle  canpus,  at  the 
A.   Lincoln  Wax  Museu..  .00  S.   Ninth  Street,  Sprincfield,  and  at  Lincoln' 
New  Salem  Enterprises,  Petersburg,  Illinois. 

Quantity  orders   for  use  in  schools  and  o rfla n i za t i ons  can  be  arranged 
by  writing  Dyba  for  a  sample  copy. 
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THE  WORLD  OF  MINIATURE 
CELEBRATES  LINCOLN'S  BIRTHDAY 


Abraham  and  Mary  Lincoln  would 
no  doubt  be  astonished  if  they  could 
see  their  Sprinj^field  home  exactly 
reproduced  in  miniature. 

For  the  past  six  years  Tom  Dyba, 
Executive  Vice  President  of  Illinois 
Benedictine  College  in  Lisle,  Illinois, 
has  been  painstakingly  constructing 
an  historically  accui-ate,  l/12th  scale 
model  of  Lincoln's  Springfield  home. 

Brick  by  brick  and  board  by  board, 
Dyba  is  constructing  the  model  to 
reflect  the  home  as  it  looked  in  the 
period  of  1856  to  18G1,  the  last  five 
years  in  which  the  Lincolns  occupier! 
the  home.  The  model,  which  stands 
four  feet  wide  by  five  feet  deep  and 
three  and  a  half  feet  high,  already 
contains  over  38,000  individual  pieces. 

'Construction  of  the  model  employs 
techniques  that  were  used  in  building 
the  real  Lincoln  home  back  in  18.39. 
Floor  joists  are  notched  into  the  main 
support  beams.  The  walls  are  made 


Miniaturia 

Conducted  hv 
REV.  STUART  A.  P\RVIi> 


of  scale-size  studs  covered  with  hand- 
hewn  lathes  which  are  covered  with 
a  plaster-like  material.  Floors  consist 
of  sub-flooring  and  random-width 
hardwood  top  flooring  planks.  Doors, 
windows  and  shutters  are  operable. 
Wherever  a  board  exists  in  the  real 
Lincoln  home,  that  board  exists  in 
miniature  in  the  scale  model.  The 
model  is  complete  in  every  detail  right 
down  to  the  A.  Lincoln  miniature 
doorplate  which  is  affixed  to  the 
front  door  of  the  home. 

The  front  roof  of  the  model  consists 
of  2,780  hand-shaped,  white  oak 
shingles.  The  back  roof  and  the  side 
porch  roof  are  made  of  scaled  size 
zinc  plates,  crimped,  interlocked  and 
soldered  watertight.  A  handcast 
wrought  iron  railing  graces  the  side 
porch  roof. 

A  pulley-balanced  weight  allows  the 
latched  porch  trapdoor  to  rise  with 
the  touch  of  a  finger,  exposing  the 
wood  steps  leading  to  the  brick-walled 
basement.  The  basement  floor  is  made 
of  real  dirt. 

Over  10,000  miniature  handmade 
bricks  make  up  the  chimneys,  fire- 
places, foundation,  front  and  side 
fences  and  the  front  sidewalk. 

Working  from  several  sets  of  his- 
toric blueprints,  3,000  contemporary 
photographs  and  100-  historic  photo- 


graphs of  the  Lincoln  Home,  Dyba 
has  to  date  expended  over  2,000  clock 
hours  in  the  construction  of  the  model. 
Still  to  be  completed  is  the  interior 
of  the  model  including  wallpapering 
and  furniture. 

In  addition,  Dyba  has  spent  over 
2,200  clock  hours  in  researching  the 
historic  development  of  the  real  Linc- 
oln home,  which  has  resulted  in  the 
publishing  of  a  pamphlet  and  booklet 
for  public  distribution.  The  entire  ac- 
tivity has  became  known  as  the  Linc- 
oln Home  Project,  which  includes  a 
sound/slide  presentation  and  lecture 
series.  In  1976,  the  Lincoln  Home 
Project  was  recognized  as  an  official 
Bicentennial  activity  by  the  Illinois 
Bicentennial  Commission.  During  that 
year  10,000  people  viewed  some  por- 
tion of  the  Project.  In  April  of  1977, 
Chicago's  ABC  Television  carried  a 
feature  story  on  the  construction  of 
the  l/12th  scale  model.  Dyba's  proto- 
type l/36th  scale  model  of  the  Lincoln 
Home  (featured  in  the  February, 
1974.  issue  of  Hobbies  Magazine)  is 
currently  on  public  display  in  the 
National  Park  Service's  new  Visitors' 
Center  in  Springfield,  Illinois.  When 
completed,  the  l/12th  scale  'model 
seen  here  will  most  likely  go  on  pub- 
lic tour. 

From  the  world  of  miniatures,  we 
sav  Happy  Birthday,  Mr.  Lincoln. 
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Handcast    wrought    iron  railing. 


Pulley-bolonced  weight  allows  the  latched  porch  trapdoor  to  nse  with  the  touch  of 
o  finger,  exposing   the   wood  step   leading   to  basement. 


STUPENOOUS  EVENT! 

St.  Louis  Miniature  Exhibition  78 

Sept.  22,  23,  24.  1978/Chase  Park-Plaza  Hotel 
f  eatOriflg    . .  collectors'  doll  houses,  miniatures.  ^ 
falniious  trade  show,  lectures  and  seminars  bv  leading    \x  ^ 
authonties.  craft  demonstrations  and  much,  much  more. 

For  visitor  and  exhibitor  information,  send  S.A.S.E.  to:  f^-^.. 
The  Country  Store 
Missouri  Historical  Society 
^  Jefferson  Menioriiil  /  St.  Louis.  Mo.  631 12 


MINITHOUGHTS 


know  tliut  v"ii  will  ."iiToe 
(ho  mhid  i.s  oiio  of  V,(A\  Kicatfst  piftB 
to  m.-mkind  .  .  .  ju.si  tlic  om-  little 
IJ.'iil  of  it  .  .  .  that  wliich  briii((.s  l,ark 
f-lu!  thinpTs  that  liai)|H;ri(',l  years  and 
.years  apo  (really  ;,  rninieolored  TV!) 

ill  Kood  old  I'hilly  w,!  many 
times  walked  out  Market  street  as  on 
tlio   .south    Kidf.   at   that   timn  were 
ni,-iny  little  .shojis.  On  one  corner  was 
an  old   I'.iwn   Shop  and  it  was  our 
Rood  fortune  to  be  able  to  buy  a  few 
v.u<n\  niini.ilures  at 'year's  af,'o  prices !' 
W(!  pieturo  ill  our  mind  an  outstand- 
itit?  set  of  silver  miniature  furniture 
that  was  in  that  shop.  It  was  com- 
plele  and  rather  ornate  but  no  S))ecial 
lienod.  'J'hore  was  one  piece  that  we 
will    always    remember,    it    was  a 
oabinet,  with  doors  that  opened  and 
rather  slender  lejjs  that  hold  it  up 
and  it  woulfl  have  been  cheap  enough 
at  that  time  .  .  .  but  metal  furniture 
did  not  appeal  to  nie  .  .  .  JIow  dumb 
'■an  you  ^<,V]  .  .  .  Thi.s  past  summer 
someone  sent  over  to  me  the  beautiful 
brochure  of  'The  American  Colonial 
Drawinfr  Koom'  issued  by  the  Frank- 
lin Mint.  It  showed  exquisitely  sculp- 
tured miniature  furniture  in  the  Col- 
onial fa.shion  and  all  done  in  sterling 
silver  .  .  .  really  .something  to  see! 
Ihen  to  make  it  complete  they  have 
with   it   an   authentic    18th  century 
drawing  room  with  a  cream  colored 
wall  and  the  window.s  and  fireplace 
painted  Williamsburg  green.  The  tall 
case  clock,  the  tea  table,  sofa,  high 
back  wing  chair,  pair  of  side  chairs, 
and  many  other  pieces,  make  up  this 
delightful  setting  of  our  forefathers 

•  .  .  so  again,  how  dumb  can  you 
get  ?  ?  ?  Metal  furniture  was  always 
out  to  rne  as  it  never  seemed  to  fit 
in  ...  it  just  didn't  seem  real  .  .  .  and 
so  We  reasoned  .  .  .  and  passed  up 
many  goof]  buys  .  .  .  However,  in  one 
of  the  books  we  have  on  furnishings 

•  .  ,  Charles  II  brought  over  a  doc- 
orator  who  had  learned  the  many 
ways  of  the  French  in  making  up  real 
pieces  of  silver  furniture.  Many 
pieces  were  made  for  Versailles  but 
were  melted  down  when  money  for 
the  kingdom  ran  low.  But  in  Knole 
House,  Kent,  England  still  may  be 
found  a  few  pieces  of  furniture  made 

silver  .  .  .  Shall  we  say  it  again  ?  ? 
.  .  .  Made  the  trip  and  now  back  here 
for  the  winter  .  .  .  Most  people  go 
south  but  the  Parvins  go  east  ...  but 
we  do  love  the  east  ...  We  arrived 
on  Tuesday  and  the  next  Sunday  we 
attended  our  second  Mini  Fair  (ad- 
vertised in  Hobbies!)  .  .  .  and  what 
a  treat  .  .  .  Hard  to  believe  the  thou- 
sands that  come  !  !  ...  It  was  even 
hard  to  see  the  many,  many  displays 
for  there  were  so  many  people  .  .  . 
a^nd   again   we   can   say  our  MINI 
WORLD  is  a  BIGGIE !' Right  ?  ?  ? 
We  will  tell  you  more  about  it  later 
•  .  •  and  next  month  we  have  a  real 
find'  ...  my  grandson-in-law  found 
an  old  booklet  ...  one  the  first  of 
Mrs.  Thome's  rooms  and  we  will  com- 
pare them  with  her  newer  booklets .  . 
one  room  even  has  a  doll  in  it!  .  .  . 
Take  care  .  .  .  and  our  best  to  you. 

SAP 
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Tom  Dyba,  above,  in  the 
basement  of  his  Downer  s 
Grove  home.  Dyba.  right, 
holds  a  replica  of  one  of  a 
piece  of  furniture  in  the 
sitting  room  of  the  Lincoln 
home.  Dyba  built  it  with 
mahogany,  and  the 
drawers  actually  work. 


The  Lincoln  home  Dyba  constructed  is  a  'A  scale  model  of  the  actual  Sprmgfield  home. 

Tom  Dyba  cuts  Lincoln's 
home  down  to  size 


by  Clark  Spencer 

DOWNERS  GROVE  —  Smudged 
blueprints  are  stacked  squarely  on  the 
green  top  of  a  Pingpong  table  in  Tom 
Dyba's  basement, 

A  black  bmder,  bulging  witb  repro- 
ductions of  old  photographs  showing 
interior  and  exterior  views  of  a  famous 
house,  sits  open,  only  a  serve  away. 
Next  to  it  are  three  wood<onstructed 
scale  model  rooms,  one  furnished  with 
kitchen  utensils  the  size  of  computer 
chips. 

Dyba  Is  executive  vice  president  of 
Illinois  Benedictme  College  in  Lisle. 
But,  since  1970,  his  free  time  has  been 
consumed  by  one  obsession/hobby,  to 
which  these  items  apply:  He  is  building 
an  exact,  1/12  scale  replica  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln's  Home  in  Springfield. 

But  this  is  no  run-of-the-mill  model 
—  nothing  like  those  plastic  airplane 
models  in  hobby  stores.  If  it  were. 
Dyba.  who  is  48,  would  be  hard- 
pressed  to  build  iL 

"I  was  the  one  kid  on  the  block  who 
could  not  construct  a  model  airplane," 
he  says.  "I  kept  breaking  the  pieces." 

Somehow.  Dyba  learned  to  over- 
come that  deficiency.  Using  raw  mate- 
rials, he  has  researched,  designed  and 
built  a  model  of  Lincoln's  Home  that 
he  says  is  not  only  identical  in  almost 
every  regard,  but  also  more  histori- 
cally accurate  than  the  home  in 
Springfield  as  it  stands  today. 

Lincoln's  home  had  a  doorbell  that 
worked  on  a  series  of  levers  and  wires. 
So  does  Dyba's  model,  except  that  it 
doesn't  ring,  because  the  bell  is  so 
small  the  sound  cannot  be  heard. 

Lincoln's  bed  was  constructed  in 
pieces  and  snapped  together.  Dyba's 
scaled-down  bed  is  built  and  put  to- 
gether the  same  way. 

U  the  stairway  behind  the  kitchen  in 
Dyba's  model  appears  a  little  steep,  it 
Is  because  that  is  how  it  was  when  Lin- 
coln lived  there  —  not  the  way  it  looks 
now.  having  been  reconstructed  so  vis- 
itors wouldn't  have  a  harrowihg  walk 


down  the  stairs. 

All  the  materials  are  built  (or 
baked)  from  scratch,  including  minia- 
ture bricks,  which  have  been  known  to 
share  oven  space  with  Lorraine  Dyba's 
pot  roast. 

Mrs,  Dyba  doesn't  complain.  She 
sews  the  curtains  and  bedspreads,  and 
she  donated  the  tiny  bell  from  her 
charm  bracelet  for  the  doorbell. 

Drawers,  cellar  doors  and  doorbells 
—  everything  that  moves  in  Lincoln's 
Home  moves  in  Dyba's  modeL 

"Everything  works,"  he  says.  "The 
idea  is,  if  it  don't  work,  it  ain't  real." 

Dyba  has  spent  more  than  7.000 
hour^,  about  evenly  divided  between 
research  and  actual  construction,  la- 
boring over  what  he  calls  the  "Lincoln 
Home  Project." 

It  was  in  1962,  while  on  a  recruiting 
trip  to  Springfield  for  the  college,  that 
Dyba  "stumbled  by  accident"  onto  the 
original. 

"I  had  a  couple  of  hours  to  kill,  so  I 
decided  to  go  look  at  the  house,"  he 
says. 

Since  then.  Dyba  has  visited  the  Lin- 
coln Home  four  times  a  year  to  take 
pictures  —  more  than  6.000  snapshots 
in  all,  showing  every  inch  of  tbe  house, 
top  to  bottom  —  so  he  could  plan  the 
model. 

"They  (the  pictures)  might  show 
you  something  —  like  a  piece  of  car- 
pet, a  dish  or  a  clock."  he  says.  "I've 
looked  at  those  pictures  until  I  was 
blue  in  the  eyes." 

Dyba  also  has  been  able  to  recon- 
struct other  portions  of  the  house  from 
snippets  he  has  gathered  from  Lincoln 
books.  Those  parcels  of  information 
provide  the  details  for  the  detail. 

Then  there  are  the  miscellaneous 
Lincoln  pictujes,  statues,  coins  —  even 
a  box  of  Avon's  President  Lincoln  Wild 
Country  After  Shave  —  that  are  clut- 
tered about  Dyba's  basement  like  a 
flea  market.  There  are  30,000  such 
items  in  all. 

Dyba's  pursuit  of  Lincoln  material 
has  led  him  to  write  two  books  on  Lin- 


coln. The  first,  a  16-page  pamphlet 
called  "The  Story  of  The  Only  Home 
Abraham  Lincoln  Ever  Owned."  is 
sold  at  the  Lincoln  Wax  Museum  in 
Springfield.  The  second.  "Seventeen 
Years  at  Eighth  and  Jackson,"  will  go 
on  sale  tbis  week. 

"Everything's  based  on  fact,  and  Ml 
put  that  with  a  little  "F,"  he  says.  "I'm 
sure  there  are  historians  and  scholars 
who  will  take  me  to  task." 

The  money  earned  from  the  two 
books  goes  to  a  student  scholarship 
fund  at  the  college. 

Still,  the  model  is  Dyba's  main  con- 
cern. The  educator,  who  bears  some 
resemblance  to  the  Great  Emancipa- 
tor (black  bow  tie,  tall,  angular  face), 
has  hand-forged  more  than  40,000  indi- 
vidual pieces  for  the  model,  including 
2,798  handmade  white-oak  roof  shin- 
gles and  3,000  bricks. 

Each  piece  is  made  to  scale. 

"When  we  lifted  off  the  roof  once," 
says  wife  Lorraine,  "we  found  these 
tiny  spiders  inside.  They  were  to  scale, 
of  course." 

Dyba  originally  planned  to  have  the 
model  completed  in  time  for  the  Bi- 
centennial in  1976,  but  snags  along  the 
way  have  him  hoping  now  for  Feb.  12, 
1984  —  Lincoln's  175th  birthday. 

"I  blew  about  a  half  a  year  once 
when  I  discovered  I  was  off  a  quarter 
of  an  inch  on  the  roof,"  he  says.  "I  had 
to  stari  all  over  again." 

The  model  is  built  in  pieces  so  it  can 
be  taken  apart.  But  because  there  are 
so  many,  Dyba  plans  to  videotape  the 
dismantling  process  so  that  nothing  is 
broken  in  the  future. 

There  are  no  plans  for  the  model's 
future  except  for  it  to  be  displayed.  As 
for  Dyba,  the  completion  of  his  Lincoln 
Home  will  allow  him  to  begin  his  next 
project  —  reconstructing  the  Lincoln 
Home  before  the  second  story  was 
added. 

"I  wouldn't  call  myself  a  Lincoln  fa- 
natic," Dyba  says.  "Just  a  hobbyist" 


A  Lincoln 
collector's 
labor  of  love 

From  window  shutters  to  front 
doorbell,  Tom  Dyba's  model  is 
accurate  to  the  tiniest  detail 

BY  M.  W.  NEWMAN 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN  would  feel  at 
home  in  Thomas  Dyba's  base- 
ment. Lincoln's  house  has  been  there 
for  years,  after  all. 

Dyba  is  a  member  of  The  Franklin 
Mint  Collectors  Society  who  lives  in  the 
Chicago  suburb  of  Downers  Grove. 
With  hand  and  eye,  art  and  ingenuity, 
and  infinite  patience,  he  has  built  an 
awesomely  detailed  model  of  the  Lin- 
coln home  that  is  now  a  National  His- 
toric Site  in  Springfield,  Illinois. 

Dyba's  hobby  has  become  something 
of  a  monument  itself.  It  is  a  work  of 
charm  and  immense  craftsmanship,  a 
history  buff's  labor  of  joy.  At  a  scale  of 
1 : 12,  he  has  reproduced  the  President's 
home  with  scrupulous  care,  down  to  a 
tiny  "A.  Lincoln"  nameplate  on  the 
front  door.  Wherever  possible,  the  ma- 
terials are  the  same  as  in  the  original 
home.  Each  green-painted  window 
shutter  comprises  more  than  200  deli- 
cate pieces  of  wood.  Yet  Dyba,  insistent 
on  authenticity,  is  uneasy  because  the 
louvers  do  not  open  and  close. 

The  doorbell  also  worries  him  some- 
times. It  is  so  small,  of  necessity,  that  its 
ring  can  barely  be  heard.  On  the  other 
hand,  even  the  modeler  himself  con- 
cedes that  the  wallpaper  is  a  triumph. 
How  to  reproduce  a  complicated  pat- 
tern at  1:12?  Dyba  pondered  that  long 
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and  hard  after  acquiring  some  paper 
samples  from  the  custodians  of  the 
home.  Finally,  he  photographed  the  pa- 
per, had  it  reduced  to  proper  scale,  then 
painstakingly  assembled  the  photos, 
piece  by  piece,  into  a  whole,  and  ran  it 
off  on  a  Xerox  color  copier. 

Dyba  knows  the  history  of  the  Lin- 


coln home  inside  out,  literally.  The  qui- 
etly dignified  two-story  frame  house  of 
Greek  Revival  design  is  the  only  one 
Lincoln  ever  owned  and  the  family 
lived  there  for  17  years.  When  they  left 
Springfield  for  the  White  House  in  Feb- 
ruary 1861,  the  newly  elected  presi- 
dent managed  to  say  a  great  deal,  as 


1 


usual,  in  a  few  moving  words: 

"My  friends:  No  one,  not  in  my  situ- 
ation, can  appreciate  my  feeling  of  sad- 
ness at  this  parting.  To  this  place,  and 
the  kindness  of  these  people,  I  owe  ev- 
erything. Here  I  have  lived  a  quarter  of 
a  centur\',  and  have  passed  from  a 
young  to  an  old  man.  Here  my  children 


have  been  born,  and  one  is  buried.  I 
now  leave,  not  knowing  when  or 

whether  ever  I  may  return   "He 

returned  to  be  buried,  the  martyr  of  a 
civil  war.  Thomas  Dyba  knows  those 
words  by  heart. 

Tall  and  slender  and  crisply  energetic, 
Dyba  (pronounced  "Dibba")  is  almost  a 


(Left)  Modeler  ana  cclleacr  Thcmas  Dyba  adds 
final  Touches  to  the  1:12  miniature  of  Lincoln's 
Springfield  home.  The  intricate  wallpaper 
surrounding  the  regal  bedstead  (above)  was 
reproduced  with  the  aid  of  a  color  copier. 

look-alike  for  Fred  Astaire.  He  has  been 
a  model  builder  since  boyhood,  and 
traces  his  hobby  to  his  father,  a  Chicago 
railroad  man,  who  once  crafted  an  en- 
tire mini-\illage.  "It's  recreational  re- 
search," he  says,  "my  way  of  relaxing." 

Dyba  has  been  knitting  together  the 
Lincoln  house — all  40,000  pieces — 
since  1970  and  is  still  building  the  fur- 
niture, a  job  that  will  take  years. 
Amazingly  he  has  done  most  of  the 
work  by  hand,  but  finally  acquired  a 
motor  lathe  so  that  he  could  turn 
scrolled  miniature  furniture  more  pre- 
cisely Though  other  members  of  his 
talented  family  sometimes  lend  a  hand, 
in  nearly  all  essentials  and  details,  this 
is  the  house  that  Tom  Dyba  built. 

Thousands  of  photos,  documents  and 
blueprints  serve  as  guides  to  his  labors. 
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Among  many  likenesses  of  the  famous  bearded 
face,  Dyba  holds  a  black-framed  engraving  of 
the  slain  president,  a  gift  from  his  daughter 


By  now  he  is  a  familiar  figure  in  Spring- 
field, taking  measurements  of  the  orig- 
inal. He  even  arranged  to  visit  the 
governor's  mansion  in  Springfield  to 
inspect  a  lOVi-foot-high  bedstead  that 
was  bought  for  the  Lincoln  bedroom. 

No  task  seems  too  formidable  for  this 
casual  hobbyist— "I  was  looking  for  a 
historic  house  to  build" — turned  "Lin- 
coln student."  He  teaches  and  lectures 
about  Lincoln;  issues  a  newsletter,  "The 
Lincoln  Chronicle,"  for  scholars  and 
collectors;  has  written  a  booklet,  "The 
Story  of  the  Only  Home  Abraham  Lin- 
coln Ever  Owned";  and  has  collected 
30,000  mementos  of  Lincoln  in  the 
form  of  photos,  drawings,  busts,  books 
and  souvenirs. 

His  daughter,  one  of  three  grown 
children,  gave  him  the  most  unusual 
item,  now  on  his  rec  room  wall:  an 
1864  engraving  of  the  slain  president, 
ornately  framed  in  funereal  black.  She 
found  it  in  an  Allentown,  Pa.,  antiques 
shop.  Dyba's  family  and  friends  all  keep 
on  the  lookout  for  new  items. 

Dyba  has  of  course  invested  thou- 
sands of  hours  and  an  undetermined 
amount  of  money  in  his  self-financed 
construction  project.  To  prepare  for  it, 
this  indefatigable  man  first  built  a 
model  at  a  scale  of  1 :48.  That  one  con- 
sumed—or, rather,  enriched— about 
250  hours  of  his  time  and  has  been  seen 
by  about  two  million  people  at  the  Vis- 
itors Center  in  Springfield,  where  it  is 
on  display. 

His  larger  model  probably  will  be  un- 
veiled for  mass  viewing  in  1984.  But 
word  has  gotten  around  that  Dyba  is  a 
hospitable  soul,  so  visitors  from  as  far 
away  as  Vienna  have  rung  his  doorbell 
and  been  invited  in  to  see  the  3 -by- 31/2- 
foot  model,  handsomely  painted  a  tint 
of  Quaker  brown. 

For  the  roof,  which  lifts  to  expose  the 
interior,  Dyba  handworked  and  stained 
nearly  2,800  oak  shingles,  setting  them 
in  meticulously  He  confesses  that  the 
two  red-brick  chimneys  are  made  of 
wood  to  keep  the  house's  weight  down. 
The  low  brick  wall  and  the  red- 
herringbone  paving,  however,  are  of 
3,000  hand-cast  bricks. 

All  30  sash  windows  open  and  shut. 
Even  the  downspouts  would  work, 
claims  Dyba.  The  basement  floor  is  the 


real  thing:  dirt,  boiled  to  remove  any 
possible  contaminants.  Studs,  laths, 
joists  and  such  are  all  in  place,  even 
when  not  visible.  To  the  nail,  the  house 
is  a  remarkably  accurate  reproduction 
of  the  Lincoln  home  as  it  stood  in  1860. 

Lincoln  did  not  build  the  home,  al- 
though he  enlarged  it.  The  original 
owner  was  the  Rev  Charles  Dresser, 
the  minister  who  presided  at  Lincoln's 
wedding  in  1842,  three  years  after  the 
house  was  built  at  8th  and  Jackson 
Streets  in  Springfield. 

In  its  first  version,  the  house  was  a 
1  y2-story  cottage  with  a  kitchen,  dining 
room,  bedroom,  two  front  rooms  and 
an  attic  room.  It  had  fine  woods;  even 
the  studs  were  made  of  oak.  Lincoln 
bought  it  from  the  clergyman  for 
$1,500  in  1844  soon  after  his  first  son, 
Robert,  was  born.  A  dozen  years  later 
the  Lincolns  enlarged  the  house  to  two 
stories  for  their  growing  family,  for 
about  the  same  cost. 

It  was,  of  course,  a  house  of  ultimate 
family  tragedy,  as  well  as  homely  plea- 
sures. The  Lincolns'  second  son,  Ed- 
ward, died  there  in  1850  at  the  age  of  4. 
After  the  President's  assassination,  no 
one  in  the  shattered  family  had  the 
heart  to  return,  and  eventually  Robert 


Lincoln  deeded  the  house  to  the  State 
of  Illinois. 

Historic  restoration  was  begun  in 
1950  and  the  house  is  now  a  vastly 
popular  national  shrine,  poised  se- 
dately in  the  shadow  of  downtown 
high  rises.  The  National  Park  Service  is 
creating  a  four-block  park  with  the 
house  as  centerpiece. 

Dyba's  research  has  increasingly  fo- 
cused on  Lincoln  as  homeowner,  family 
man  and  neighbor.  Surprisingly  litde 
has  been  written  about  those  family 
years  in  Springfield,  he  says,  and  he 
hopes  to  fill  in  the  gaps  with  a  book  he 
is  finishing  on  everyday  events  in  the 
lives  of  the  Lincolns. 

Dyba  declines  to  place  a  dollar  value 
on  his  two  Lincoln  houses  and  has 
refused  purchase  offers.  He  is  already 
dreaming  of  his  next  venture:  building 
a  model  of  the  original  1 1/2 -story  house. 
"Wouldn't  that  be  something  to  see 
them  standing  side  by  side?"  he  says. 
Not  even  Lincoln  could  have  been 
more  pleased  at  that  prospect  than 
Dyba  himself. 


A  writer  at  the  Chicago  Sun-Times,  M.  W. 
Newman  specializes  in  articles  on  cities  and 
architecture. 
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November  6  ,  1985 


Dr.  Mark  E.   Neely,  Jr. 

Louis  A.  Warren  Lincoln  Library  and  Museum 
Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Company 
Fort  Wayne,   Indiana  ^6801 

Dear  Mark: 


Enclosed  for  your  information  is  a  black  and  white  proof  sheet 
showing  the  assembly  of  the  Lincoln  Doll  House  model  from  the 
constructed  parts.     This  series  of  photos  was  developed  to 
illustrate  the  sequence  to  the  do-it-yourselfer.     It  occurred 
to  me  that  you  might  like  to  see  how  the  structure  can  be 
disassembled  into  a  relatively  small  package  and  shipped  in 
a  box. 


The  completed  model  will  have  the  floor,  wallpaper,  and  molding 
attached  to  the  plywood  partition.     Some  components  will  be  a 
complete  unit,  such  as  the  porch  and  its  roof,  and  roofs  for 
two  main  sections. 


The  reason  that  I  am  sending  all  this  information,  Mark,  is 
it  occurred  to  me  that  the  Lincoln  model  could  be  a  traveling 
ambassador  for  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Company. 


S  i  nee  re ly , 


Lincoln  Home  Replica  is  more  than  a  doiihouse 
for  kids.  Inspired  by  tine  fact  that  this  was  the  only  home 
Abraham  Lincoln  ever  owned,  industrial  designer  Chel- 
sea Winters  prepared  authentic  Lincoln  Home  miniature 
plans  for  HM  readers  who  would  like  to  duplicate  the 
original.  Specially  commissioned  sources  offer  authentic 
1/12th-scale  Lincoln  home  building  components  so  you 
can  complete  your 
model  accurately 
and  without  frustra- 
tion. Our  exclusive 
drawings  show  the 
home's  four  eleva- 
tions as  they  were 
in  1860.  Lincoln 
Services  offers 
more  Lincoln 
Items — such  as  a 
reproduction  of  the 

Ostendorf  painting  uoyd  Ostendorf  painted  this  portrait  of 
3'  right.  Lincoln's  iiome  as  it  appeared  in  late  1860. 


Country  Corner  Cabinet  is  a  perfect  way  to 
use  that  otherwise  wasted  space  in  living  or  dining 
room.  Our  ancestors  obviously  felt  this  way,  judging  by 
the  great  vanety  of  corner  cabinets  on  display  at  mu- 
seums and  early  Amencan  restorations.  The  handsome 
version  shown  was  inspired  by  several  cabinets  studied 
at  various  restoration  sites.  The  plans'  creator.  Hammer- 
mark  Associates,  is  one  of  the  foremost  authorities  on 
authentic  country  furniture  plans. 
This  cabinet  boasts  five  shelves 
plus  a  pair  of  triangular-shaped 
drawers.  It  fills  a  26x26-in. 
corner  and  is  87  in.  tall. 

For  how  to  order  plans 
for  all  three  projects, 
please  turn  to  page  47. 
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HOW  TO  ORDER  PLANS 

(Continued  from  imyt-  -J.'t) 

Country  Cornrr  Cal>iiu>(.  Com- 
l)l«-ti'  plans  loi-  this  Colorii/il  coriu'r 
lahiiifl  include  iu-t ual-si/.t-  drawings 
1)1  llic  shaped  inoldiuf^s  to  helj)  you 
set  up  your  inoldiiif^  head  cutters, 
eti-.  I'lans  also  include  full  instruc- 
tions with  photographs.  To  order 
your  set,  send  check  or  money  order 
for  $10  postpaid  (Canadian  resi- 
dents, please  remit  postal  money  or- 
der in  U.S.  funds)  to:  Ilammermark 
Associates,  Hox  201-1 IM,  Floral 
Park,  NY  11002.  Allow  four  weeks 
for  delivery;  price  is  effective  until 
March  31,  198(5. 

Liiuoln  Dullhouse.  Inked  l/12th- 
scale  elevations,  each  on  a  37x51-in. 
slieet,  are  priced  at  $4.50  per  sheet. 
Set  of  four  in  mailing  tube,  $15  post- 
paid. Instruction  package  for  build- 
ing the  model,  including  large- 
format  cutting  plans,  is  $15.  Also 
available:  print  of  Lloyd  Ostendorf's 
painting  of  the  Lincoln  family 
home,  $15  postpaid.  A  black-and- 
white  8xl0-in.  print  is  priced  at  $4. 
A  60-page  booklet,  Lincoln  Home 
Furnishings,  by  William  Beyer,  in- 
cludes mail  order  sources,  $10  post- 
paid. Send  check  or  money  order, 
indicating  items  desired,  to:  Lincoln 
Services,  Box  542-M,  Crystal  Lake, 
IL  60014.  Allow  three  weeks  for 
delivery. 

Pedal  Biplane.  To  order  plans, 
which  include  full-size  patterns  for 
landing  gear,  struts,  dashboard,  rud- 
der and  elevator,  for  this  fun  pro- 
ject, send  $10  check  or  money  order 
to:  Stevenson  Projects,  Box  K,  Dept. 
BP,  Del  Mar,  CA  92014.  Mastercard 
and  Visa  accepted.  Canadian  resi- 
dents, please  remit  in  U.S.  funds. 
Allow  four  weeks  for  delivery.  HM 


LADDERBACK  CHAIR 

(Continued  from  page  28) 

prime  the  chairs;  instead,  I  simply 
applied  a  coat  of  satin-finish  paint  in 
a  bayberry  green. 

After  painting,  I  waited  five  min- 
utes or  so,  then  used  an  old  Turkish 
towel  to  wipe  paint  off  those  spots 
that  would  have  been  exposed  to 
wear  over  the  years — the  top  of 
rungs  where  feet  might  be  placed, 
top  edges  of  back  slats  and  so  on. 

Use  caution  on  this  step.  You  do 
not  want  to  rub  off  too  much  paint 
or  the  wood  below  wall  look  new. 

If,  after  the  piece  has  dried,  you 
feel  that  it  needs  further  antiquing, 
thin  satin-finish  black  enamel  with 
turpentine  and  wipe  it  over  the 
piece  using  a  second  piece  of  towel- 
ing. Make  certain  that  you  wipe  off 
wear  spots  as  before. 

The  green  on  the  chair  shown  on 
page  28  is  Benjamin  Moore's  Dula- 
mel  Eggshell,  Base  4  (D),  OT-67.HM 
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North/south  axis  wall,    offsol-  washers  are  held 
Pl.u-..  with  wcxx]  screws;  the  larger  washer  goes  in1-n 
•'^lots  in  the  base  of  the  wall. 

3.  Next  assemble  main  east/west  axis  wall. 

4.  Front  hall;  south  wall.    Next  step  is  to  install 
the  first  floor  supports,  one  in  the  front  hall  and 
t^vo  Ic^rger  blocks,  one  by  the  kitchen  west  wall,  the 
other  bv  the  storeroom  west  wall.    Put  a  1/2"  flathead 
screw  into  the  floor  supjx^rt  at  the  center  and  the 
support  block  and  back  under  the  staircase. 

5.  Insertion  of  the  first  floor  into  front  parlor 
and  sitting  room  is  shown.     Floor  can  be  preassembled 
before  installation  into  the  slots. 

6.  Installation  of  the  east  wall  joined  to  the  two 
larger  blocks  with  1/2"  flathead  wood  screws. 

7.  Fasten  the  second  floor  of  the  rear  half  of  the 
building  to  north/south  axis  wall.     1-1/2"  flathead 
screws  through  the  north/south  axis  wall  and  into  the 
floor  secures  it  in  place. 


Lincoln  Dollhouse  Captions       PAGE  2 

8.      Kitchen/dining  room  dividing  wall  slides  into  the 
slots  previously  cut.    No  screws  used,  kitchen  chi^mey 
preasseinbled  to  this  divider.    Next  assemble  the  back 
parlor  pantry  dividing  wall.    Next  install  the  back 
hall  ceiling  and  wall  assembly.    Secure  to  the  east/ 
v^st  wall  with  4-1/2"  flathead  screws.    Back  stairwall 
fits  into  the  slot  on  the  first  floor  and  is  secured 
with  a  1/2"  flathead  screw  into  the  second  floor  at 
the  top  of  the  steps. 

9.      Before  the  floor  goes  in  the  back  hall  wall  of 
the  front  hall  gets  installed.    Ceiling  of  the  front 
hall  locks  the  front  hall  backwall;  slides  into  a 
square  hole  in  the  first  flexor.    Front  hall  ceiling 
locks  in  the  backwall.    Front  hall  upper  ceilings 
spacer  shown  at  top.    The  front  stairs  are  constructed 
of  5/8"  thick  stock. 

10.  Pre-assembled  back  second  floor  drops  down  onto 
walls. 

11.  Installation  of  half  of  the  back  roof  leaf  with 
the  other  half  (south  end)  in  place. 

12.  Assembly  of  front  roof  leaf  corrponent  shown.  (m 
final  assembly,  the  roof  would  one  mjor  cor^nent, 
including  the  two  top  panels  and  the  shingles.) 

13.  Trial  assembly  staircase  assembly.    Stairs  are 
constructed  of  5/8"  thick  stock. 


l.iiK^nin  iVil  lh()ii';r>  Cipt  imi';  ^ 

14.     lvi:;t   fl(.-vat  ion  with  a  sec-lion  tli.it   conies  out". 
'nicw<in  on  thf>  riqht    (west /nr.rth)    is  fixfxi,    it  fiouses 
the  [\int  ry. 

T").     Inr.t.ill  (loc^r  txix  ,iSK(OTl;)ly  next.     Note  that  the 
clapboard  has  Lx^on  attachcxi  wit  h  contact  coimmt  and 
the  exterior  moldinq  put  in  place.    Box  is  ready  for 
installation  of  the  front  door  and  sidelights  as  well 
as  the  flooring. 

16.  Install  the  removable  north/west  wall.    After  the 
wall  is  is  initially  fitted,  clapboard  is  put  on  the 
exterior.    Saw  through  to  open  up  the  windows. 

17.  The  front  door  is  ready-made.    Model  builder 
slips  the  door  into  box  and  adds  trim  on  the  outside, 
then  the  clapboard. 

18.  Shows  the  south  porch.    It  is  assembled  as  a  sub- 
unit  and  affixed  to  the  south  east  wall  of  model  and 
set  in  place.    Here  the  white  lattice  is  removed  for 
clarity. 

19.  Various  parts  are  brought  together  and  fitted. 


w  ▼                                                  ^^^^  c/^  A 
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February  22,  1987 

Dr.  Mark  K.  Neoly,  Jr. 
Louis  A.  Warred  Lincoln  Library  and  Museum 
Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Company 
1300    South  Clinton  Street 
Ft.  Wayne,  Indiana  46801 

Dear  Mark: 

This  is  in  reply  to  your  January  22  inquiry  about  our  model  of  Abraham  Lincoln's 
Home  in  Springfield  and  our  subsequent  telephone  visit  the  end  of  January  I 
miniature  "^^^"^^^  misunderstanding    regarding    your  purchasing  our  prototype 

I'm  confident  you'll  be    pleased  to    exhibit  our    miniature  model    and  will  agree 
It  s  price    of  $5,000    is  reasonable.     But    only  with  your  complete  satisfaction 
will  this  sale  be    consummated.     You  are    not  buying    it  sight    unseen.     Td  be 
unhappy  Mark    if  you    were  less    than  satisfied.    You  have  a  money  back  guarantee 
for  90  days.    That  means  if  you're  not  satisfied,    Til  come    and  get    the  model 
with  no    questions,  and  give  you  a  full  refund  immediately.    I'm  confident  you'll 
be  satisfied  with  this  purchase  for  your  Museum  for  two  reasons. 

First,  integrity  of  design.    Our  miniature  accurately  represents  the    building  as 
It  was    m  1860.     Throughout  all  the  planning  and  construction  of  our  model  Tom 
Dyba  generously  shared    all    his    collection    of   Lincoln    home    photos,  valuable 
materials,  and    expertise  to    guide  us.     Initially,  we  visited  with  Fran  Krupka 
brought  to  Springfield    by    the    National    Park    Service    as    the    site  architect 
responsible    for    directing   the    current    restoration    of    Lincoln's    home  He 
Identified  their  latest  findings  about    the    appearance    of   the    Home    in  1860- 
changes  they    are  making    in  their    1987  restoration.    Through  George  Painter  and 
Tom  Dyba  we  continued  to  monitor  further  findings    of  the    investigative  team  and 
incorporate  their    findings  as    appropriate.     Mr.  Krupka    generously  provided  us 
drawings  of  details  whenever  we    had    questions.       Finally,    we    sent    our  inked 
drawings  of   the  four  exterior  elevations  to  him  for  verification  and  approval 


We  also  engaged    a    dollhouse    manufacturer    to    reproduce    in    l/12th    scale  the 
wallpaper  m   Abraham's  bedroom    as  well    as  accurate    replicas  of   the  cast  iron 
porch  railing.    (Developmental  costs  borne  by  the  manufacturer  to  replicate  these 
two  components  exceeded  $10,000.)     At  his  request,  Tom  Dyba  was  provided  samples 
of  these  miniatures  to  retrofit  his    model  at    Illinois  Benedictine    College  We 
worked  with    another  manufacturer    to  prepare  accurate  scale  reproductions  of  the 
doors,  windows,  and  shutters.    Specially  made  shutters  have  control    rods  only  on 
bottom  half    and  horizontal    mid  -mullions  only  on  second  story  shutters.    We  used 
stock  miniature  dollhouse  materials  only   if   they    fairly   represented  materials 
used    m   Mr.    Lincoln's    home.       Nothing  is  perfect,  but  we  feel  tliis  miniature 
accurately  reflects  the  latest  knowledge  of  how  the  building  looked    when  Abraham 
Lincoln  posed  for  the  Whipple  photograph. 
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The  second    reason  I'm  confident  you'll  be  satisfied  with  the  model  is  quality  of 
construction.    We  were    lucky  to    be  able    to  engage    an  industrial    designer  and 
machinist    to    execute    the    design.       Miss  Chelsea  Winters  got  caught  up  in  the 
project,  made  trips  to  Springfield  for  special  tours  of  the  home,  and    became  one 
of  the    select  few   who  are  expert  on  its  construction  design.    Then,  in  building 
the  model,  she  insisted    on  only    the  finest    quality  construction    materials  and 
fashioned  them    precisely.    For  example,  we  bought  special  five-ply  birch  plywood 
imported  from  Europe.       And,    the    27    rows    of    roof    shingles    duplicate  their 
application  as  shown  in  the  Whipple  photo. 

Considering   our    costs    of    research,    materials,    and    construction,    $5  000  is 
reasonable.    Our  model  is  available    at    this    price    because    I'm    spreading  the 
costs      It  was    built  as  a  prototype  for  a  chapter  in  my  book  on  Abraham  Lincoln 
furniture.    I  want  the  book  to    be    a    definitive    work    with   wide    appeal  In 
addition  to    Lincoln  buffs    and  woodworking    hobbyists,  the  world  of  miniaturists 
represents  a  large  potential  market  for  book    sales.       All    my    drawings    of  the 
Lincoln  Family    furniture  pieces  could  be  constructed  full-scale  or  l/12th  scale 
So,  now  the  prototype  miniature  has  yielded  the  desired  ^kitchen   tested  recipe- 
All    necessary    in-progress    photos    have    been    taken,    drawings  verified  during 
construction,  and  how-to  text  written.     The  prototype's    prime  purpose    has  been 
fulfilled.    It  can  be  sold  for  less  than  it  would  cost  to  duplicate  it. 

We  are  now  engaged  in  transferring  all  that  data  to  our  computer... drawings  on 
CAD...text  on  word  processing.  My  needs  required  only  98  percent  completion  of 
the  prototype.  We  did  some  mock-up  on  the  exterior  of  the  model.  The  Interior 
wasn  t  completed,  though  wooden  flooring  and  wallpaper  have  been  applied. 

Your  needs    are  different,    and  they   pose  some    questions.     So,  if   you  come  to 
Crystal  Lake,    you  could  make  those  decisions.    Or,  if  you're  too  busy,    we  could 
reach  some  decisions  by  letter  or  phone.    To  get  the  miniature  completed  quickly 
yet  consistent  with  your  needs,  I  propose  the  following  action: 

0  Do  not  complete  the  interior  stair  cases.    They'll  never  be  seen 

0  Stain  Interior  doors  walnut  but  do  not  bother  applying  walnut  casin^^s 

on  the  interior  walls  around  all  the  windows  and  doors. 
0  Affix    the  exterior  walls  to  the  structure  with  glue  and  finishin^^  nails 

since  you  won't  be  disassembling  the  model.    This  reduces  chances  of 

war  page. 

0  Arrange  curtains  and  shutters  as  Mary  had  them  for  the  Whipple  photo 
0  Fasten  exterior  shutters  with  glue  —  fixed,  not  hinged. 
0  Deliver    the  completed  miniature  to  your  Museum  in  May  for  your 
considei^ation. 

For  your    Information,    the    model's    base    measures    42-inches    wide    across  the 
east/west    facade    and    48    inches    across    the    north/south    facade.     This  base 
encompasses  a  narrow  band  of  grass  and  all  the  exterior  stairs.     It  excludes  the 
white    fences    and    walkways.       It's    about    37-inches    high  as  indicated  on  the 
enclosed  full-size  (l/12th  scale)  elevations. 


Sincerely, 


^^^^ 


r 


\ 


THl-  1  GUIS  A,  V^ALHi  l  i 
LINCOLN  I  IBRARr  Afll)  l.lUMiJi, 


MARK  £  NI  ELY,  JR.  ,    ,       ,^  ^ 

D„^„^^  Telephone  (219)  427-3864 

March  19,  1987 

Mr.   David  Warren 
7317  Chesterfield  Rd . 
Crystal  Lake,   IL  60012 

Dear  David: 

After  my  inspection  of  your  model  and  finding  it  very 
satisfactory,   I  reported  my  findings  to  Mark.     It  will  be  a 
great  addition  to  our  Museum. 

The  following  options  should  be  completed  and  we  will  pay 
you  $5,000.00  upon  delivery  to  Fort  Wayne. 

1.  Affix  the  walls  with  screws,   if  not  visible. 

2.  Spray  with  acrylic  to  maintain  color. 

3.  Inset  window  glass. 

4.  Interior  doors  stained. 

5.  Curtains  at  the  windows. 
Shutters  to  be  placed  like  in  the  Whipple  photograph. 
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7.     Bricks  filled  in  where  needed. 

Your  name  has  been  added  to  the  McMurtry  Lecture  list  and  the 
issues  available  will  be  mailed  to  you.     The  lecture  this  year 
will  be  May  21,  1987  and  the  speaker  is  John  K.   Simon.  Invitations 
will  be  mailed  around  the  first  of  May.     We  hope  you  and  Rosemary 
can  attend.     If  not  this  year,  another  year. 

Sincerely, 


REC/am 


Ruth  E.  Cook 

Assistant  to  the  Director 
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— Grand  Rapids  Press  Photographer. 
GIFT  FOB  CHILDBEN — Carl  Behnke,  right,  builder  of  this  model 
of  Abraham  Lincoln's  Springfield,  HI.,  home,  counts  $25  in  contri- 
butions from  employes  In  his  office  to  buy  furniture  for  the  model 
home  which  he  gave  to  St.  John's  home  Friday  night  as  a  Christmas 
surprise.  With  Behnke  are  Mrs.  Earl  Thiebout,  left,  and  Mrs. 
Harry  Pike,  employes  in  the  same  office  with  Behnke. 


A  scale  model  of  Abraham  Lin- 
I  coin's  Springfield,  111.,  home  was 
presented  as  a  surprise  gift  to  the 
children  of  St.  John's  home  Friday 
night  by  Carl  Behnke,  Grand  Rap- 
ids insurance  man  whose  hobby  is 
building  model  buildings  and  giv- 
ing them  away  to  enrich  the  lives 
of  others. 

Behnke's  model — which  includes 
the  furnishings  of  Lincoln's  era: — 
proved"  a  great  delight  to  the  chil- 
dren who  swarmed  over  it,  ring- 
ing its  three-tone  doorbell,  play- 
ing with  the  tiny  doll  furniture 
purchased  with  donations  from 
Behnke'  firm  employes  and  turn- 
ing on  and  off  the  tiny  lights 
which  give  the  home  its  illusion 
of  reality. 

Worked  Since  August. 

The  model  is  Behnke's  eight- 
eenth to  date.  It  took  him  from 
Aug.  1  until  last  Sunday  to  com- 
plete it  at  his  home,  4804  Cascade 
rd.,  SE.  The  model  includes  two , 
dollars'  worth  of  tacks  and  brads  [ 
—at  10  cents  a  box— plus  about  | 
$67  in  building  material  which  in- 1 
eluded  60  square  feet  of  plywood,  | 


Model  Home  ior  Homeless 

Local  Hobbyist  Surprises  Orphans  With  Gift 


i  roofing,   paint,   screening,  plexi- 
I  glass,  rug  material,  mirrors,  wir- 
ing, curtEuns  and  miniature  fig- 
ures of  people  and  dogs. 

Behnke  estimates  the  project 
took  him  200  spare  time  hours. 
Abe  Lincoln  and  his  wife,  standing 
regally  in  the  doorway  of  the 
model  house,  posed  a  special  prob- 
lem. A  long  search  was  conducted 
for  a  long,  thin  doll  to  represent 
Lincoln  Eind  a  short,  portly  one  to 
represent  his  wife,  Mary  Todd. 
Both  had  to  be  to  scale  to  fit  the 
rest  of  the  model. 

He  finally  found  such  a  pair 
about  a  week  ago  in  the  Salvation 
Army  store  here.  The  dolls  had 
been  used  to  decorate  a  wedding 
cake.  He  removed  the  tuxedo  on 
the  tall  one  ^ince  Lincoln  didn't 
wear  a  tux,  redressed  it  and  placed 
the  dolls  in  the  doorway  as  if  they 
were  greeting  guests. 

Would  Cost  §475. 

Although  the  model  cost  about 
$69,  not  including  Behnke's  labor, 
he  estimates  cost  of  the  house  for 
labor  and  material  if  built. com- 
mercially would  approximate  $475. 

Mrs.  Behnke  joins  her  husband 
in  his  hobby,  spending  much  time 
sewing  curtains  and  other  fur- 
nishings. 


The  intricate  detail  of  the  model 
of  Lincoln's  home  is  tribute  to 
Behnke's  patience.  AH  windows, 
dormers,  the  "gingerbread"  around 
the  eavestroughs,  shutters  and 
even  shingles  are  cut  to  scale- 
one  inch  to  one  foot. 

Details  for  the  Lincoln -home 
were  provided  by  Illinois  archi- 
tects and  the  state  historical  soci- 
ety, praised  by  Behnke  for  their 
co-operation  in  obtaining  the  in- 
formation he  needed  to  begm  con- 
struction. 

Displayed  at  Fair. 
Behnke's  other  models  have  ap- 1 
neared  throughout  Michigan. 
A  model  of  a  South  Haven  home 
was"  displayed  at  the  conimercial 
and  industrial  fair  there  thisjear, 
tWn  was  given  to  the  VanBuren 
Association  for  Retarded  Children 
A  model  of  Mt.  Vernon  was  given 
fo  the  Kent  County  Children's 

home  recently.  •^.^i.;,*^.: 
The  Lincoln  home  model  includes 
four  fireplaces,  the  three -tone 
door  chii^ie  and  it  is  54  inches 
long,  32  inches  wide  and  36  mches 
high.   
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